RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

B PRESENTED BY COORI T D

 HABITATHERD ~ *
- FRIC CATIMER

SIXTH TURTLE BaY ,
OYSTER DEPLOYMENT]




)
¥ ".

Uncharted adventure is on the horizon—and the Yamaha 450 hp XTO Offshore® is ready to
power it. 5.6 liters of V8 displacement, a Phase Angle Control charging system, and integrated
electric steering combine to change the way you offshore. And with Helm Master® EX, it becomes
a complete power platform that takes outboard engineering to the edge—and back.

Learn more at YamahaOutbhoards.com/XTO.
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CONTRIBUTED
$26 MILLION

200 TONS
OF OYSTERS

SINGE 2010
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WERE SAVED FROM WASTE BY GCA
FLORIDAIN THE LAST THREE YEARS.
THUS FAR, 156 OF THE 200 TONS HAVE
BEEN REGYGLED AND REDEPLOYED TO
CREATE ARTIFICIAL REEFS
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SINGE 2010, CCA FLORIDA, CCA'S
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ASA and CCA Intervene in South Atlantic Red Snapper
Lawsuit to Defend Recreational Fishing Access

The American Sportfishing Association (ASA) and Coastal
Conservation Association (CCA) have jointly moved to inter-
vene in litigation challenging the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice’s approval of state Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs) for the
2026 South Atlantic red snapper season.

The lawsuit seeks to overturn a landmark pilot program that
will allow Florida, Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina
to implement expanded recreational red snapper seasons while
collecting critical fisheries data to inform future management
improvements.

ASA and CCA filed their motion to intervene in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia to ensure recre-
ational anglers and the recreational fishing industry have a voice
in defending the EFPs and the access opportunities they provide.

“For years, anglers have faced extremely limited red snapper
seasons despite the stock rebuilding far ahead of schedule,” said
Glenn Hughes, president and CEO of the American Sportfishing
Association.““These pilot programs represent a transformational
opportunity to improve recreational data collection, expand
reasonable public access and advance state-led management ap-
proaches that have already proven successful in the Gulf.ASA is
intervening to help protect that progress for recreational anglers
and the sportfishing industry.”

“These pilot programs are about creating an improved rec-
reational data collection and management framework for rec-
reational fisheries while maintaining strong conservation stan-
dards,” said CCA President Pat Murray. “Recreational anglers
have waited years for management that reflects the stock’s re-
built status and current abundance trends. The states are step-
ping up with more responsive management and better data col-
lection, and we believe that effort deserves strong support.”

South Atlantic red snapper harvest was closed in 2010 as part
of a rebuilding plan. Conservation measures and angler compli-
ance helped the stock rebound nearly two decades ahead of
schedule, and the fishery is no longer considered overfished or
undergoing overfishing. However, federal recreational harvest es-
timates continued to drive extremely short seasons, including a
one-day season in 2024 and a two-day season in 2025.

Both organizations emphasized that improved recreational access
and strong conservation standards can and should work together.

Under the approved EFPs, Florida’s recreational season will
span 39 days split between summer and fall, while Georgia, South
Carolina and North Carolina will each have 62-day seasons be-
ginning July |.The states will also collect catch and effort infor-
mation from anglers and for-hire operators to evaluate improved
recreational management approaches.

ASA and CCA noted that similar state-led pilot programs
in the Gulf of America helped pave the way for long-term state
management of Gulf red snapper beginning in 2020, resulting in
expanded fishing opportunities while still meeting federal con-
servation requirements.
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» Show your support for Florida’s fisheries, coastal habitats and marine resources

on the road with a “Conserve Florida’s Fisheries” specialty license plate!
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“We appreciate this new willingn
NOAA to form more collaborati

said Ted Venker, conservation directo

NOAA Leadership Announces Major Reforms

I advocacy news

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Administrator Dr. Neil Jacobs announced a
series of agency actions last week during the Discover
Boating Miami International Boat Show:

* Advancing state-led fisheries management through

Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs);

Revisiting long-standing regulatory policy on vessel

speed, and

Establishing a new pathway to modernize recreation-

al fishing data.

NOAA announced that the South Atlantic states’
EFPs have met agency requirements and been published

in the Federal Register, opening a public comment pe-
riod as part of the evaluation process. Publication repre-
sents an important next step toward final approval and
reflects a growing reliance on state expertise, regional
collaboration and data-driven management approaches.

The agency also announced it will reopen the vessel

speed rule finalized in 2008 through an Advance Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM). The deregulatory
process will invite public comment on both the original
rule and future direction and allow updated information
and data, including private-sector technology solutions,
to be placed on the record.

NOAA also outlined plans to establish a new on-
ramp allowing willing states and regional commissions
to contribute data and help design a modern replace-
ment for the Marine Recreational Information Program
(MRIP). The effort, initially called the Recreational An-
gler Partnership Improvement Directive, or RAPID, is
intended to improve data accuracy, transparency and
confidence in recreational fisheries management by in-
corporating state expertise and regional collaboration.

“Administrator Jacobs deserves real credit for his
leadership at NOAA,” said Jeff Angers, president of the
Center for Sportfishing Policy.“Advancing state-led fish-

“An open, transparent process is
that work for everyone and all of th
pathways to address long-standing

We are hopeful this signals a ne
look forward to supp
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ess — this new leadership — at
ve partnerships with stakeholders,”

r for Coastal Conservation Association.

State-Led Fisheries Management Advances; Review of Vessel Speed

Rule Announced; Recreational Data Modernization Heralded

eries management and taking a hard look at a deeply flawed
vessel speed rule reflects a thoughtful, practical approach to
policy that has been missing for far too long. The states have
asked for better data and a stronger role in management. In-
viting collaborative federalism by opening the door for states
and regional partners to help design the next generation of
recreational data collection is a major step toward restoring
confidence in fisheries management and getting better results
on the water.We look forward to participating in the public
process and supporting these smart solutions that strength-
en conservation; improve confidence in fisheries data, and
ensure practical management of America’s public waters.”
“Over the past week, we saw more advances in federal
marine fisheries management than in the past several years
combined,” said Mike Leonard, the American Sportfishing
Association’s vice president of Government Affairs. “In total,
these actions on South Atlantic red snapper, the vessel speed

rule and recreational data collection prove NOAA leader-
ship’s commitment to addressing longstanding problems
that have limited recreational fishing access. The sportfishing
industry is committed to working with NOAA to advance
these and other priorities that will improve the nation’s
$78.4 billion saltwater recreational fishing economy.”

“The recreational fishing community has been asking for
practical, science-based solutions to the enduring challenges
we face, and we very much appreciate the leadership shown
by NOAA in responding to those concerns,” said Chris Hor-
ton, Senior Director of Fisheries Policy for the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation. “Administrator Jacobs and his team
at NOAA have demonstrated a clear commitment to work-
ing with states, anglers, and industry to improve confidence in
fisheries management while ensuring conservation outcomes
that are both effective and workable on the water.”

the only way to arrive at solutions
ese announcements outline better
5, unnecessarily contentious issues.

v era in fisheries management and
orting these and other initiatives.”

SEA WATCH +« SUMMER 26 1



7
=
T
—
=
T
<
T
=
=

=
<

12

The American Sportfishing Associa-
tion (ASA) and Coastal Conservation
Association (CCA) are deeply disap-
pointed by the decision issued by the
U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia granting a preliminary injunc-
tion against the 2026 South Atlantic red
snapper Exempted Fishing

Permit (EFP) pilot programs ap-
proved by NOAA Fisheries for Florida,
Georgia, South Carolina and North
Carolina. This preliminary injunction
was issued just hours before Florida’s
Atlantic red snapper season under their
EFP was set to begin, leading to immedi-
ate confusion, frustration and economic
disruption for anglers, for-hire opera-
tors, marinas, tackle shops and coastal
communities that had prepared for the
opening of the 2026 season.

The Court’s decision temporarily
blocks implementation of the state-led
pilot programs, which were designed
to test key recreational data collection
improvements and a state-led manage-
ment approach while providing ex-
panded recreational access to the South
Atlantic red snapper stock, similar to
previous efforts in the Gulf.

South Atlantic red snapper is not a
stock in jeopardy. Anglers and manag-
ers have worked for years to rebuild
this fishery, and those efforts have been
wildly successful. The latest stock assess-
ment confirms what anglers see on the
water — the Atlantic red snapper stock
is as abundant now as ever. Despite this
success, the recreational fishery in re-
cent years has been limited to one- or
two-day federal harvest seasons, which
has led to excessive discard mortality
estimates and a derby-style fishery that
results in foregone yield, poses safety
risks, and erodes public confidence in

South Atlantic federal fisheries manage-
ment. The EFP pilot programs were spe-
cifically designed to collect the science
necessary to move beyond these man-
agement challenges through partnership
with anglers and for-hire businesses.
Economic consequences of this deci-
sion will be substantial throughout the
South Atlantic region.ASA and CCA are
currently working with partners and
stakeholders to gather information that
demonstrates the full scope of these

impacts.

A and ASA Remain Committed to Achieving a

lable South Atlantic Red Snapper Season

ASA and CCA continue to stand
with NOAA Fisheries and the partici-
pating states as they evaluate all avail-
able options moving forward.We remain
committed to advancing science-based
recreational fisheries management that
supports conservation, improves data
collection and provides reasonable pub-

lic access to healthy fisheries.
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ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE WITH YANMAHA.

When all you can count on is your gut and the quality of your gear, boaters trust Yamaha.

They can face environmental extremes, a world of unknowns, and the wilds confidently,
because they have one of the water's most reliable outboards behind them.

Explore the possibilities at YamahaOutboards.com.

Reliability Starts Here.’

REMEMBER to always observe all applicable boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly with a USCG-approved personal floatation device and protective gear.
© 2026 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 1-866-894-1626
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TS A SUMMER OF
QUPER PRIZES FOR

SCHOLARSHIPS, COMMUNITY SERVIGE HOURS AND
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This summer the 2026 CCA Florida
STAR Youth Fishing competition presented

by Yamaha will have young anglers across
the state fishing for scholarships, boats and
community service hours!

Since the event’s launch on Memorial
Day weekend 2015, Florida’s largest family-
friendly fishing competition has awarded 18

SEA WATCH « SUMMER 26

boats, two trucks, $|.Imillion dollars in col-
lege scholarships to total nearly $4.2 mil-
lion dollars in prizes.The 2026 CCA Florida
STAR competition will continue the tradi-
tion of awarding prizes to anglers but has
changed it’s format to engage more youth
in the sport of fishing and conservation by
offering them exciting opportunities to win!

Yamaha

Guy Harvey
Foundation

Realtree Fishing
Carolina Skiff
West Marine
Custom Gheenoe
Humminbird
Minn Kota

Academy Sport
+ Outdoors

T H Marine
Power Pole
Engel Coolers

Bull Bay Rods

STAR

Florida Sports Coast

Discover Crystal River

Cannon

Digital Sportsman

Florida Cracker LDM

Tournament

Suncoast Classic Events

Miller’s Marine

Sodium Fishing Gear



SPONSORS

That’s right! Youth participants ages 6-17

will have the opportunity to win a share of

$100,000 in college and vocational school
scholarships from Guy Harvey Foundation,
Realtree Fishing, Academy Sports + Out-
doors, Digital Sportsman, Millers Marine,
Florida Sportfishing Association, West Ma-

rine plus their own custom fishing jersey
from Tailin Toads Customs, a rod from Bull
Bay Rods and pliers from danco Sports.
There are boat, motor and trailer packages
from Yamaha, Carolina Skiff, Custom Gheen-
oe, Minn Kota & Power Pole as well as prizes
and Community Service hours for gathering

SEA WATCH « SUMMER 26
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and disposing of Trash from the local Florida

waters. But the opportunities don’t stop
there...... if a youth angler catches the most
fish this sumer, they will win a Native Water-
craft Slayer Max Propel in the T H Marine
Most Fish Division. So many ways to get our
youth engaged and winning this summer.The

« SUMMER 26

competition began Saturday May 23" and
will end Labor Day September 7% for over
100 days of fishing.Youth anglers can still reg-
ister in the 2026 STAR competition, catch
any size, saltwater species, submit a photo
with the 2026 STAR identifier in the iAngler
app to win. Winners are determined by a

i
10 GET YOUR KIDDOS:
DKIDS OR NEIGHBORSHE!
ISHINGAND REGISTERED TO TAKE

-h.

H

A EDIN
ANTAGE'OF

random drawing so youth of all skill levels,

fishing from a dock, shoreline or boat have a

shot at winning some amazing prizes.

If you are a big kid (over the age of 17),

CCA Florida has something for you too!
The Drum Spots “Lots-A-Spots tourna-
ment presented by Gulf States Automation.




Catch the redfish with the most spots to

win weekly prizes and the fish with the most
spots at the end of the summer will win a
Cool Custom SUP Skiff with Yamaha motor,
Minn Kota trolling motor and Power Pole
Micro. There are 6 places paid out with over

$25,000 in other great prizes from Solid

State Marine, King Saillfish Mounts, Relent-
less Knives and more for anglers to win just
by catching redfish with “Lots-A-Spots”.
The tournament can be found in the
iAngler tournament app Lots-A-Spots |
iAnglerTournament
CCA Florida STAR presented by Yama-

ha and their partners continue to find ways
to make the winning easier. Now is the
time to get your kiddos, nephews, nieces,
grandkids or neighbors engaged in fishing
and registered to take advantage of the fan-
tastic prizes available to make your summer

fishing more rewarding. www.ccaflstar.com
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For competition details, please visit
www.ianglertournament.com/ccaflstar
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A Serlous Backcountry Boat That’s Easy To Manage.
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wein May, CCA Florida joined "hllllps to deploy 3.5 million
clams in the Indlan River Lagoon (IRL), marking a major
/4 milestohe by surpassmg 100 million clams released as
gpart of the organ'izhtlon’s Billion Clam Initiative.
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Cop s .2 akive
®Mtinue the Billion Clam Wit?*

q - |
The clam deployment «s =18
was part of the ongoing ™
F - - _Billion Clam Initiative, a
"“\ . . _large-scale restoration .
effort launched through |
a partnership between
the Coastal Conserva-
tion Association Florida,
Capt. Blair Wiggins, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commis-
sion, and the Univer-
sity of Florida Whitney
Laboratory for Marine
Bioscience. The initia-
s P tive uses state-of-the-
art technology to deploy
clams in effort to im-
prove water quality
L and restore ecological
balance throughout
the IRL.



¢forces with Phillips to
b ploy 3 5 ‘million clams a
% ftontlnue ‘the Billion Ci
"}‘ Y’ Inltlatlve,” CCA Florida E;
ecutlve Director Brian Gofrs
“'said.’ ““Today s achievemen
reflécts: our shared com-
mitment.£o restoring water
h‘a‘llty%‘hhancmg marine '
/habi‘t‘ﬁt; tecting oneIF.
~oof Flof‘lda’sﬁl st ecologically
mgmficin‘EWa erways for f

Ji‘.ure g’eneratl ns.”
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For decades, the IRD’s
deteriorating water quality
has caused its marine habi-
tat to suffer. To counteract
these effects, the partners
are taking a holistic approach
to restoring one of Florida’s
most biologically diverse
estuaries.

.. offort to restore ecologicy;
mS n balanc
e
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he CCA

‘Florida on an,
“initiative o

releasing .

clams into -
- Florida
- waterways.

"‘_-:'Matt Eldson




ost biologically diverse estuar
les

“Studies have demonstrated z
clams have significant, natural _ ' .
filtration abilities that remove P
nitrogen from coastal waters as
well as sediment Ioads, and both

orgamzatlons are committed to -
innovative environmental solu-

~ tions to the water quality chal- '+

lenges facing Florida’s growing
population. Efforts like this allow
| private industry and conservationists
~ to bring measurable improvement
" to their communities by working
’vvlth the natural environment to
- rewtallze key ecosystems.” -
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The clams were deployed by drone, a
cutting-e'dge‘iﬁﬁr%ach that increases
ur'vwal rates bﬁeﬁucmg predation
ressure and allovﬁﬁ? for more precise
placement in targ@l?'storatlon areas.
" Drone deploymep%sdrables op-
timal planting densities, accelerating
clam maturation Imizing their
water flltratKMmpared to

tradltlonal m | distribution methods.
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Several years ago, CCA Florida began
recognizing members and partners
who have made extraordinary contri-
butions to habitat restoration and fish-
eries conservation through SeaWatch
Magazine. In this edition, we are proud
to recognize Enrique “Eric” Latimer, a
CCA Florida Legacy Life Member, as

our next Habitat Hero.

For more than three decades, Eric has dedicated his career
to restoring and enhancing Florida’s marine resources.As man-
ager of the CCA Florida Duke Energy Mariculture Center, he
has helped transform the facility into one of the state’s most
influential fisheries enhancement and habitat restoration pro-

grams. Through decades of innovation and collaboration, Eric

has helped position the center as a cornerstone of CCA Flor-

\TIMER
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ida’s conservation efforts. Through his leadership, innovation, and
relentless commitment to conservation, millions of fish and count-
less acres of habitat have been given a second chance.

Eric’s passion for aquatic resources began long before his pro-
fessional career. After studying fisheries and aquaculture at both
Texas A&M University and the University of Florida, he joined the
Mariculture Center when it opened in 1991.What started as his
first job after graduate school quickly became a lifelong mission.

Over the years, Eric has built a reputation as one of Florida’s
foremost fisheries enhancement professionals. Since taking the
helm at the facility, he and his team have cultured and released
over five million finfish and crustaceans into Florida waters. red-
fish, spotted seatrout, blue crabs, stone crabs, mullet, pinfish, pig-
fish, and numerous other species have all benefited from the cen-
ter’s efforts.

More importantly, Eric established a standard of excellence that
has made the facility widely respected among fisheries managers,
conservation organizations, and researchers throughout the state.

“What started out as a favor to help fulfill our needs for STAR
tagged redfish turned into a very special friendship and CCA part-
nership” said CCA Florida Executive Director Brian Gorski.* Eric
lives and breathes the Mariculture Center and his commitment to
stock enhancement, conservation and Florida’s marine resources
is unparalleled.

While many conservation efforts focus on protecting existing
resources, Eric has spent much of his career helping rebuild them.

Working alongside CCA Florida and numerous state and lo-
cal partners, Eric has played a central role in stock enhancement
programs designed to strengthen populations of some of Florida’s
most iconic inshore species. Through these efforts, hundreds of
thousands of hatchery-raised redfish and spotted seatrout have
been released into Florida waters, helping offset losses caused by
red tide events, habitat degradation, water quality challenges, and
other environmental stressors.

Eric’s impact extends beyond stock enhancement releases
alone. From 2017 through 2025, Eric and the CCA Florida Maricul-
ture Center provided all of the tagged west coast redfish used in
CCA Florida’s Statewide Angler Rodeo (STAR) Tournament.These
specially tagged fish became one of the signature components of
the tournament, creating excitement for anglers while generating
valuable data on fish movement, survival,and recruitment.The pro-
gram showcased how conservation and recreational fishing can
work hand-in-hand to promote stewardship of Florida’s fisheries.

One of Eric’s most ambitious projects involved expanding
stock enhancement efforts beyond the Gulf Coast. Recognizing
the need to support struggling redfish populations on Florida’s
Atlantic coast, he worked closely with CCA Florida to establish a
first-of-its-kind east coast redfish broodstock program.The initia-

tive required collecting genetically appropriate broodstock from

33



HABITAT HERO

MEET ERIC LATIMER

the Atlantic coast, transporting them to Crystal River, and de-
veloping a successful spawning program capable of producing
future generations for release.

The program demonstrated Eric’s ability to combine sci-
ence, innovation, and collaboration to address emerging con-
servation challenges.

“Our ongoing efforts with CCA Florida are helping repopu-
late a fishery that is iconic to the Sunshine State,” Eric said.
“Every redfish we release is a step in the right direction, and if
we can help be the solution to restocking this fishery, then we
are helping restore our entire marine environment.”

Looking ahead, Eric and his team are helping pave the way
for another exciting chapter in stock enhancement through the
development of tripletail culture and future restocking efforts.
Tripletail have become one of Florida’s most sought-after game-
fish, but their unique life history has made large-scale culture
challenging. Through continued research and collaboration with
conservation partners, the CCA Florida Mariculture Center
hopes to expand its successful stock enhancement model to
include tripletail in the years ahead. If successful, the program
could provide another valuable tool for supporting Florida’s
recreational fisheries while further advancing Eric’s legacy of
innovation and conservation.

Although fish stocking often receives the most attention,

Eric has long understood that healthy fisheries depend on
healthy habitat.

Under his leadership, the CCA Florida Mariculture Cen-
ter expanded its mission beyond aquaculture to include res-
toration of critical coastal habitat. The facility now supports
projects involving seagrass, mangroves, oysters, and salt
marsh vegetation throughout Florida. Through partnerships
with CCA Florida and numerous conservation organizations,
Eric has helped provide the habitat-building blocks necessary
to support thriving fisheries long after fish are released.

One of Eric’s most notable innovations was the devel-
opment of what became known as the “eelgrass burrito,”
a collaborative project with researchers at the University
of Florida. The technique involved wrapping eelgrass plants
with sediment and nutrients into compact units that could
be deployed efficiently across restoration sites. The ap-
proach improved planting success while reducing the need
for extensive diver involvement.

The center has also established donor marshes and man-
grove nurseries that provide plant material for living shore-
line projects throughout the state.These efforts have helped
communities restore habitat damaged by hurricanes, poor
water quality, shoreline hardening, and other environmen-
tal impacts. In recent years, the CCA Florida Mariculture
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HABITAT HERO

MEET ERIC LATIMER

Center has supplied mangroves, seagrasses, oysters, and spar-
tina grass for restoration projects across Florida, making it an
invaluable resource for organizations working to improve coastal
ecosystems.

In addition to supporting habitat restoration projects di-
rectly, Eric and his team have donated hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of aquatic vegetation to conservation initiatives
across Florida, helping expand restoration efforts far beyond the
boundaries of Crystal River.

Eric’s relationship with CCA Florida spans many years and
countless conservation projects. From red tide recovery efforts
to stock enhancement programs and habitat restoration initia-
tives, he has consistently worked alongside CCA staff, volunteers,
and community partners to advance the organization’s conserva-
tion mission.

For years, CCA Florida and the Eric’s team have worked side-
by-side to advance stock enhancement and habitat restoration
efforts across the state.Together they have released hundreds of
thousands of redfish and spotted seatrout, supported large-scale
habitat restoration projects, and helped build the foundation for
future tripletail enhancement efforts.

That dedication has not gone unnoticed. In recognition of his
extraordinary contributions to Florida’s marine resources and
his decades of conservation leadership, CCA Florida recently
named an artificial reef deployment in his honor: the Latimer
Reef.

The recognition serves as a fitting tribute to a man whose
career has been defined by creating opportunities for future gen-
erations to enjoy healthy fisheries and thriving marine habitat.

When asked why he continues to devote so much of his life
to conservation, Eric’s answer is simple.

“There’s something to be said for leaving a legacy of conser-
vation.”

Even after 35 years of service, Eric remains focused on the
future.The challenges facing Florida’s marine resources continue
to evolve, from habitat loss and water quality issues to changing
environmental conditions. Yet his commitment to finding solu-
tions remains as strong as ever.

“That’s the beautiful thing about what Duke Energy is doing,”
Eric said. “It’s not just about our service territory anymore. It’s
about what’s good for the state.”

For CCA Florida, Eric represents the very definition of a
Habitat Hero. Through fisheries enhancement, habitat restora-
tion, scientific innovation, and an unwavering commitment to
Florida’s natural resources, he has helped shape the future of
conservation across the state.

As Brian Gorski puts it, “That’s what it’s all about. It’s about
the future of Florida fisheries, and it’s an honor and a privilege
to be a part of it”

Few people have done more to secure that future than Eric
Latimer.
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habitat

Along Florida’s coastlines, mangrove forests create one of the
state’s most important and distinctive ecosystems. Found along
coastal shorelines and estuaries, mangroves are uniquely adapt-
ed trees that thrive in and around saltwater environments.With
their tangled roots rising from shallow waters, these amazing
trees protect shorelines from erosion, provide critical habitat
for fish and wildlife, and help maintain the health of coastal en-
vironments. This article explores the vital role mangroves play
in Florida’s environment and economy, highlighting why these
extraordinary plants deserve both our attention and our stew-
ardship.

Mangroves are salt-tolerant trees that grow in tropical and
subtropical coastal regions. Florida is home to three native spe-

cies: the red mangrove, black mangrove, and white mangrove.
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habitat

Each species occupies a slightly different role along the
shoreline and has developed unique adaptations to sur-
vive in salty, aquatic soils. While all three are fairly simi-
lar, each species can be recognized by a distinct physi-
cal feature. Red mangroves are often recognized by their
arching prop roots, which help anchor the tree in soft
sediments and often appear red in color. Black mangroves
have unique “finger-like” roots called pneumatophores
that vertically protrude from the soil, allowing the tree to
absorb oxygen. White mangroves typically grow farther
inland and therefore lack a unique root structure, instead

they possess specialized glands that excrete excess salt.
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As part of a true grassroots effort,
CCA Florida has planted over 20,000

mangrove plants throughout the
state of Florida.
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These glands are located at the base of each leaf and can
be key to identifying white mangroves.

Together, they create a living barrier that supports bio-
diversity, filters pollutants, and stores significant amounts
of carbon. Mangrove forests serve as nurseries for count-
less marine species. Juvenile fish, shrimp, crabs, and other
organisms find shelter among the roots, where they are
protected from predators. Birds also rely heavily on man-
grove ecosystems, numerous migratory species routinely
use these forests for nesting, feeding, and resting. One of the
most valuable services provided by mangroves is shoreline
protection. Their extensive root systems trap sediments,
reduce erosion, and stabilize coastlines. During storms
and hurricanes, mangroves act as natural barriers, absorb-
ing wave energy and helping reduce flooding and property
damage. As sea levels rise and extreme weather events
become more frequent, healthy mangrove forests play an
increasingly important role in enhancing coastal resilience.

As Florida grows, coastal development continues to
reshape shorelines, understanding and protecting man-
grove ecosystems has become more important than ever.
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The Power-Pole CHARGE Marine Power Management Station does the work of three devices — a
traditional battery charger, a charge-on-the-run and an emergency start system — all in one
compact unit. The CHARGE automatically manages your power supply to all of your batteries and
with the C-Monster app, you can monitor those batteries in real time, giving you the power to fish

how you want for as long as you need to without having to worry about your power supply.

For complete details or to find a dealer, go to power-pole.com.

CEZARG

MARINE POWER MANAGEMENT

et G CMONSTER'

CONTROL SYSTEM 2.0




habitat

Although Florida’s mangroves are protected under state
regulations, they continue to face numerous challenges.
Coastal development, dredging, pollution,and habitat frag-
mentation can damage or destroy mangrove forests. Since
2015, CCA Florida has worked to actively combat habitat
loss and restore mangrove populations throughout the
state, focusing on all three species of native mangroves.As
part of a true grassroots effort, CCA Florida has plant-
ed over 20,000 mangrove plants throughout the state of
Florida. Every year, local CCA members and volunteers
collect thousands of mangrove propagules, which are then
potted by CCA staff and grown at the CCA Florida -
Duke Energy Mariculture Center in Crystal River. These
mangroves grow in the nursery for approximately two
years before they are utilized for a mangrove or shoreline
restoration project somewhere in the state of Florida.

Volunteers then have the opportunity to get hands-on
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shallow waters, these amazmg trees
protect shorelines from erosion,
provide critical habitat for fish and
wildlife, and help maintain the
health of coastal environments.
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habitat

and help plant the mangroves along the shoreline, making
this restoration process a true full-circle moment.
Florida’s mangroves are far more than coastal trees that
grow along the shoreline.They are essential components of
a healthy environment, supporting wildlife, and protecting
coastal communities. Their resilience and ecological value
make them one of the state’s most important natural re-
sources.As Florida’s coastlines continue to evolve, preserv-
ing mangrove forests will remain critical to maintaining the
environmental and economic well-being of the Sunshine
State. CCA Florida will continue to be on the frontlines of
mangrove restoration, but we need your help to make the

difference!
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for countless marine species. Juvenile
fish, shrimp, crabs, and other organ-
isms find shelter among the roots,
where they are protected from
predators.



BUILDING

CONSERVATION

TRUST&'

COMPLETED

HABITAT PROJECTS

Since 2010, CCA Florida in collaboration with the
Building Conservation Trust and our partners, have
contributed over $26 million in habitat projects
statewide. Join us in these efforts!

&3\ Artificial Reefs
Coastal Cleanups

=0 Research/Monitoring
&‘ Redfish Stock Enhancement

. L ti - 490,000 (3”- 30”
Clam Restoration ocations ( )

&4 Snook Stock Enhancement
Oyster Restoration Locations - 5,150 (4”- 6”)

‘1 Spotted Seatrout Stock
Enhancement Locations -

150,000 (4”-6")

Mangrove Restoration

Living
Shorelines

\W Seagrass Restoration
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For a full

of our completed

projects, visit
ccaflorida.org

or scan the

description
OR code.
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BUILDING

CONSERVATION

TRUST&'

UPCOMING
& ONGOING

HABITAT PROJECTS

Since 2010, CCA Florida in collaboration with the
Building Conservation Trust and our partners, have
contributed over $26 million in habitat projects
statewide. Join us in these efforts!

Artificial Reefs
Coastal Cleanups
Research/Monitoring
Clam Restoration
Oyster Restoration
Mangrove Restoration
Seagrass Restoration
Living

Shorelines

Coral/Sponge
Restoration
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SUMMER 26



51

722> \§\N\\sﬂ«n

o
3}
e
s o~
2 o
~SE> 2, :
oy =
ES.5EET
f.lrcrno 2
a oD
s 53908 8O
5 3°8%F & -
- 5 :
LKoo &S ol 5
2
<
=
<t






CCA FLORIDA AND PARTNERS
MADE SIXTH OYSTER
DEPLOYMENT INTURTLE BAY
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In May, Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) Florida partnered with Ingman Marine,
Abbott Construction, Traverse Construction, Gasparilla Island Conservation and Improve-
ment Association (GICIA), Capt. Jay Withers, DZ & Steel Worx, Clermont Oyster Bar and
Lake County to deploy four dump truck loads of recycled oyster shells in Charlotte Harbor
for its sixth installment of the Turtle Bay Oyster Reef, further advancing one of the largest
recycled oyster reef restoration projects in Florida.

“The sixth oyster deployment in Turtle Bay reflects CCA Florida’s ongoing commitment

A WATCH +« SUMMER 26
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to restoring and enhancing Florida’s marine habitat while highlighting the incredible dedica-
tion of our partners, volunteers and members who share a common vision for a healthier,
more resilient Charlotte Harbor,” CCA Florida Chief Operating Officer Adam Miller said.
“Every oyster shell deployed is an investment in the future of our coastal ecosystems by
creating critical habitat, improving water quality and helping ensure these natural resources
thrive for generations to come.”

The recycled oyster shells, donated by the Clermont Oyster Bar, are first dried for six
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months to kill any potential pathogens at CCA Florida’s Oyster Recycling Facility in Lake Coun-
ty. The oysters are then transported to Placida, loaded onto a barge provided by Abbott Con-
struction and deployed in Turtle Bay at a pre-permitted location.

“To date, nearly 140 tons of recycled oysters have been deployed in Turtle Bay,” CCA Florida’s
Director of Habitat and Environmental Restoration Frank Gidus said.“With an estimated 85%

loss of oyster reefs worldwide, we are proud to expand the Turtle Bay Oyster Reef for the sixth

SEA WATCH « SUMMER 26
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time in effort to restore the habitat and water quality in Charlotte Harbor; and we could not
do it without the support of our community partners and members.”

The Turtle Bay project is one of the most extensive oyster reef restoration efforts in
Florida providing vital habitat for marine species, enhancing water quality and boosting rec-
reational angling. Oyster reefs filter pollutants, create habitat for a variety of marine species
and reduce turbidity which aids in seagrass growth.
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For more than 60 years, Engel has
been a trusted name among anglers,
boaters, hunters, and outdoor enthu-
siasts who depend on reliable perfor-
mance in demanding conditions. Since
pioneering portable refrigeration tech-
nology in 1962, Engel has built a repu-
tation for producing some of the most
durable and dependable coolers and
refrigeration products available today.

Known as the gold standard in high-
performance cooling solutions, Engel’s
product lineup includes rotomolded
hard coolers, soft-sided coolers, live
bait coolers, dry boxes, and portable
12-volt refrigerators designed to with-
stand years of use on the water and
in the outdoors. Their commitment
to quality, innovation, and durability
has earned the loyalty of generations
of sportsmen and women across the
country.

While anglers appreciate Engel
products for their exceptional ice re-
tention and rugged construction, CCA
Florida values Engel for something
equally important: their commitment
to conservation.

As a longtime supporter of CCA
Florida, Engel helps make it possible for
our organization to continue advancing
fisheries conservation, habitat restora-
tion, education, and advocacy efforts
throughout the state. Support from
partners like Engel directly contributes
to initiatives that restore oysters, man-
groves, seagrasses, and salt marsh habi-

SEA WATCH « SUMMER 26



SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

tats, enhance fish populations through
stocking programs, deploy artificial
reefs, and protect Florida’s marine re-
sources for future generations.

The impact of sponsorship extends

far beyond a single event or program.

Every habitat project completed, ev-
ery fish released, every volunteer en-
gaged, and every conservation victory

achieved is made possible through the
support of dedicated partners who
share our vision for healthy fisheries
and abundant marine resources.

CCA Florida is proud to partner
with companies that not only serve the
outdoor community but also invest in
its future. Engel’s continued support
demonstrates a shared commitment

to ensuring that future generations
can enjoy the same fishing opportuni-
ties and coastal experiences that make
Florida such a special place to live,
work, and recreate.

We thank Engel Coolers for their
partnership, their support of conserva-
tion, and their ongoing commitment to
Florida’s fisheries and coastal habitats.

for their commitment

SEA WATCH « SUMMER 26
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RAFFLE PACKAGES RETURN

Choose from the Grander, $500, $250 or $100
raffle pack for the ultimate selection of tickets!

GRANDER - Six (6) Contender 28T tickets, Seven (7) Pathfinder 2200
TRS tickets, Seven (7) Contender 24S tickets and nine (9) Hewes
Redfisher 16 tickets (a $480 savings)

INTRODUCING VARIETY
RAFFLE PACKAGES

E

=
E_ - E
k,
endes 281

6 1%?1& 5600 valst i, W 9 fickets §180 vales

[ ichets 5350 value Lt
I lickets S350 value

THE $1000 TICKET PACK
29 TICKETS - YOU SAVE $480 KT TOR IR

$500 - Three (3) Contender 28T tickets, Four (4) Pathfinder 2200
TRS tickets, four (4) Contender 24S tickets and Six (6) Hewes
Redfisher 16 tickets ($320 savings)

INTRODUCING VARIETY
RAFFLE PACKAGES

Hewes Redfisher 16
B tickels 5120 value

Fathfinder 2300 T
4 Hiekets SI00 '-JIE B t
4 tickats S200) valoe

THE $500 TICKET PACK
17 TICKETS - YOU SAVE $320 SCEAELORIDA
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SN e VACATION HOME
= SITTING EMPTY?

Let CCA Help Fill Your Unused Weeks

We host events
throughout the year
and can keep your
property full.

Our members are your
target audience.

Whether you need
to fill one week or 50,
we can help.
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RAFFLE PACKAGES RETURN

Choose from the Grander, $500, $250 or $100
raffle pack for the ultimate selection of tickets!

$250 - One (1) Contender 28T ticket, Two (2) Pathfinder 2200 TRS
tickets, Two (2) Contender 24S tickets and four (4) Hewes Redfisher
16 tickets ($135 savings)

INTRODUCING VARIETY
RAFFLE PACKAGES

Pathfinder 2200 TRS
2 tickets 5100 vales ? {:Emifﬂiﬁ 1?"5
¥ e __:-r r.-: 100 vakus

THE $250 TICKET PACK
8 TICKETS - YOU SAVE $135

$100 - One (1) Pathfinder 2200 TRS ticket, One (1) Contender 24S
ticket and Two (2) Hewes Redfisher 16 tickets ($50 savings)

INTRODUGING VARIETY o
RAFFLE PACKAGES .
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THE $100 TICKET PACK Sxnin
4 TICKETS - YOU SAVE $50 o FLORUN,
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SCCA FLORIDA

As a CCA Florida Life, Heritage or
Legacy member, you help support
Florida’s marine fisheries, habitat,
waterways, coasts and more.
Join us as we continue to work toward
enhancing these resources and
Florida's fishing future.
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ORLANDO BBQ

PASCO COUNTY BANQUET ..o
AND AUCTION ‘
EMERALD COAST B

AUCTION

CLERMONT OYSTER ROAST

GAINESVILLE BANQUET AND
AUCTION

PALM BEACH BANQUET AIIII'
AUCTION p

SARASOTA BANQUET AND AUCTION

SPACE COAST BANQUET AND
AUCTION

TAMPA BAY ALL RELERSE

FORT MYERS FUN-A-MENT

BROWARD BANQUET AND AUCTION
NORTHERST BANQUET AND AUCTION

FORGOTTEN COAST BANQUET
AND AUCTION

ORLANDO BANQUET AND AUCTION
POLK COUNTY BBQ

SARASOTA ALL RELEASE

PENSACOLA BANQUET AND AUCTION

PEACE RIVER BANQUET AND
AUCTION

TREASURE COAST BANQUET
CLERMONT BANQUET AND AUCTION

DADE COUNTY BANQUET AND
AUCTION

PINELLAS BANQUET AND AUCTION

LAKE MARY BANQUET AND AUCTION
BLACK DIAMOND




RECIPES FROM TIDE

T TABLE

Recipe and Photo by Heather Peterek

Sesan 1o waeeh how to prepare,
at @eatch.cook.car on Instagran,

Seafood and Chorizo Paella

PAELLA:

Y o ehicken slock

tap saffeon threacds
thsgr elliee ol
srinall vellow onion. daced

rerd beell pepper, dic el

1 choves gardie, mimeed

rl‘ (A I‘H':IJ.'P"'-I'.I';IH". |'|.[I|.“'J
groniiicl ar tinks liced e thin
halfmesomns

3 ¢ Justne orshort-grain ee

| 1 4ok can five-mssted diced
ot oes. ol drained

| v frowen griven peas

I b bwge shomp. peeled, deveied

| I snusseds, rnsed, scrilsbed

| It A, rimesed. serabbed

CeARNISH:

o fresh porstey . chopped

Lemion wedges

Onyour sigvetop, bring e chicken stock w a boil. Stir in the saffron and nem off the heat Ler the saffron
steep tor at beast 15 mimues while vou prep the other ingredients. Season with saly ifneeded.

Trwa 12 ar 1-anch cast rron pan, hear the olive ol over medinm hear. Add the omon, bell pepper and
rhorzoand cook for about 7 minures, or il the omion s rranshieent, Sorin the garhe and saié another

3

ires,
Pour in the nee and iy, stirring ofien, for about 5 minuces, unel the rice is conted with oil and combined.
Slowly pour in the swock, wmaroes and peas and lighidy siir 1o combine.

Make sure the nice 15 evenly distibuted over dhe borom of the pan. Cover the pan el snomier fhe nee
withent siremg for 13 mmutes, or unnl the riee absores most ol e stock, [ vour pan does et eve ahd,
se=al wath fonl,

Burrow the mussels wnd clams down inge the rice with the hinge sides up so they release their juices o
rhe pree. Then plivee the shrimp o top of e rice, aemnged evenly aroumnd the shellfish.

Cower the pan sgain sind cook for 5 o 10 mimres longer, unril the mee ad shrmp are both cooked
through and the musscls and clams are open. (Dhscard any shellfish thar stayed ughily closed once every-
thing else is cooked. )

Usingz 2 sparula, check the bottom of the paella to see i you have achieved a golden brown crust. 1o,

sl the [ eiver e et umweevered, for a few nntes 1o ledily cormmeliee the nee on the botom, This
ernchv, brovwmed crast or the socarmn "5 considered o key element of o well-made paella

Coarnish with parsbey s lemon wedges and serve immediame v, Gamiby-siyle,

Secbesensttonns on notes: The abave tecipe i adapied for cooling anan indaor sroverop, b Laside this divk
ent etai euetedsor grilf over forcoed. Firfer works grece ax fong as Vow heeve constivesse fieere, a gooed eest iron
e catacd e fod ¥ v snierie thiv il moore smpaeessive, aeld for e fese Sodrer sk, sl renge o seallops on rap
srdvent yae galerce v e pevrfooncd,
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